Introduction align with Rome. However, the third way forward is to see church as both institution and organism: a free church. Both rooted and grounded:
'Rooted and grounded', says the apostle, and thereby declares with equal brevity and succinctness that twofold requirement, that double character trait of the Christian life. Rooted -that is the description of organic life; but also grounded -that is the requirement of the institution. (Kuyper 2013:44) There is growth and building; planting and organisation: 'From the organism the institution is born, but also through the institution the organism is fed' -both are needed; theirs is a symbiotic relationship.
The Reformed Church is both an organism and an institution. Its foundation is God's word; God's eternal election is its heart and blood. The church is a response to sin. Without sin and the fall there would be no need for the church: 'Leave sin out of consideration, and the church becomes inconceivable, since the world itself would then be the church'. Kuyper (2013) is opposed to the one-man (and it usually is a man) ministry:
The office of pastor-teacher, as it has developed during the course of the present century as a result of idle overseers and a lethargic church, would be well suited in a church that could be only an institution, but it is completely out of place in the church of the Lord that, as a living organism, is herself consecrated to the ministry of the altar. One who holds office must be rooted in the priesthood of the church. Apart from that intimate relationship, the office becomes domineering. (p. 29) He places a strong emphasis on the priesthood of all believers. For the church to be truly an institution and organic the role of the institutional leaders must be to equip the church as organism to be able to do the works of service in the marketplace, in the classroom, in business, in politics, in the laboratory. Going Dutch in the modern age Kuyper's (2013) The church is an organism because:
• She bears a unique life within herself and self-consciously upholds the independence of that life over against the old life • She lives according to her own rule and must follow her own vital law • What will later unfold from her buds is fully supplied already within her seed. Wood's (2013) final chapter is a tour de force. All the pieces of the previous chapters on the French Revolution, a believer's church, his baptismal theology and his proposals for church and state are brilliantly drawn together. Although the focus has been on Kuyper's ecclesiology, it is through this lens that his public theology is seen.
There has been a tendency to look at either Kuyper's ecclesiology (Europe) or at his public theology (North America). Wood (2013) has bucked the trend: a North American looking at ecclesiology. What Wood does, however, is to show that the two are intertwined. Kuyper's ecclesiology arises out of his public theology and his public theology arose out of the 'church question': How do we make a private church public? Kuyper developed a public theology only after the formation of his secession church -he did not need one until then.
Wood provides an excellent analysis of Kuyper's understanding of the nature and mission of the church. Considering the book is a published version of his PhD thesis, it is remarkably accessible and readable. It will be indispensable for all who want to know more about Kuyper and the church.
Kuyper in America
Kuyper was obviously a multi-faceted character. He has been described as 'an opponent of ten heads and a hundred hands' ('Biographical note' in Kuyper 1931:iii It is part travel journal, part insight into his views of America, part insight into his own thoughts and feelings. We also experience the loneliness and separation he feels from his family. Several of the letters start with how upset he feels at the lack of letters from them: 'That was quite a disappointment this week not to hear anything from home' (Kuyper 2013:19, letter 5) and '... I still have not received a word from home whilst in America' (ibid:22, letter 6).
Numerous times Kuyper (2013) writes positively about the United States of America, though he does not seem enamoured of most of the food! We are also given glimpses into the state of his health. He continually reminds his family that he is getting older -he turned 61 during the trip -and that his health is not what it used to be; we have numerous mentions of his dental problems, his diarrhoea (he is that open!) and how he is coping (or not) with the unusual September heat wave.
Dagmare Hounier, with help from Harry Van Dyke, translated the letters. I cannot comment on the accuracy of the translation, but it certainly reads well and smoothly in the English.
The book is well illustrated with photos of his ship, his wife, Gerhard Vos, B.B. Warfield, the places he stayed and several newspaper clippings. There are useful footnotes; these help fill out the details often implied in the letters and provide brief biographical notes of the people he mentions.
The letters are sandwiched between a name index and a helpful introduction by Harinck. There is also the travel schedule.
All in all, this book provides a fascinating insight into the mind of Kuyper.
Abraham Kuyper
Another fascinating insight into Kuyper is provided by Bratt's (2013) biography. The publishers have described this as the first full-scale biography in English. Although it is certainly not the first English biography, it is without doubt the most definitive one to date.
We have been reasonably served with Kuyper biographies, ranging from the hagiographic (e.g. Vanden Berg 1960, a translation from the Dutch) and under-critical (Praamsma (1985) -another translation) to the over-critical (e.g. Koch's (2006) -this has yet to be translated). Bratt (2013) Berg (1960) and Praamsma (1985) and focuses primarily on Kuyper's theological views. Bratt's perspective is wider.
The chapter titles give some flavour of the scope of Bratt's (2013) biography and of Kuyer's life and influence; these include: political theorist (ibid:ch. 7); Church reformer (ibid:ch. 8); Theologian of the church (ch 9); Theologian of culture (ibid:ch. 10); Christian democrat (ibid:ch. 11). Inevitably, a 450-page book will have its limitations. I would have liked to have seen a little more on Kuyper as founder of the Vrije Universiteit (VU University). The VU University and education played a key role in Kuyper's strategy and this, it seems to me, is slightly downplayed in Bratt's approach.
In his introduction Bratt (ibid:xxv) notes that Putchinger gave him some advice: 'First you'll love the man, then you'll detest him, finally you'll understand him. Then you're ready to write'. Bratt has gone through those stages and has a realistic view of the man: a 'great man but not a nice one' (ibid:xxi). This puts Bratt in a good place to write about Kuyper. One frustration was the way the references have been donethere are no footnotes or endnotes, but a brief bibliographic essay for each chapter at the end of the book, this makes finding the source of a quotation rather difficult, though it does have the advantage of not breaking up the text with references.
The book is eminently readable. If you want to know more about Kuyper, this is perhaps the best place to start. I shall certainly be returning to it again and again. Bratt notes that it has taken many years to complete -it has been worth the wait!
Abraham Kuyper: An annotated bibliography
Abraham Kuyper: An annotated bibliography is the first full bibliography of Kuyper's work. It was originally written in Dutch by Kuipers (2011) but translated by Clifford Anderson for publication in English. Each entry is dated and numbered. The information for each entry comprises: title, place, publisher, year, the number of pages, size, edition, the print run, the date of the preface, the name of the translator, where appropriate, as well as several paragraphs giving the background and overview of each piece. It strives to be as complete as possible, identifying all of Kuyper's printed works, the exceptions are the articles in De Heraut and De Standaard. If these were included, it would probably double its already massive 756 pages. Web articles are not included; neither are print-on-demand books.
If Rooted and grounded were included, the entry would look like this: Some items are listed as 'n.v' (non vide, not seen), but these are few and far between. This volume is an invaluable tool for Kuyper researchers.
It includes a foreword by Harinck, a chronology of key Kuyper dates -which strangely omits any family dates such as births or marriages.
Wisdom and wonder
Another book translated too late for inclusion in this bibliography is Wisdom and wonder: Common grace in science and art (Kuyper 2011) . This is the first fruits of a major project to translate Kuyper' This book was first published in Dutch in 1905 as a supplement to De gemeene gratie.
2 These chapters had been accidentally left out by the publisher of the three volumes that comprised Kuyper's newspaper series on common grace from De Heraut 3 and so were published separately.
The book is in two parts: Part 1 on science and Part 2 on art. The original title of the book was De gemeene gratie in wetenschap en kunst (Common grace in science and art). The difference with which science and art are treated is marked. In the science chapters there is much emphasis on two kinds of knowledge, two kinds of people -the antithesis; but this is largely missing from the section on art.
The pivotal chapter is the one on education. It acts like a hinge joining the chapters on science to those on art. The key focus in that chapter is the need for and the role of a Christian university. 1880. Here he is underlining the need for Christian education, an education that would prevent a public-private divide which leads to a schizophrenic Christianity.
Interesting is the difference Kuyper places on the level of science -he seems to be adopting Warfield's position -in that the so-called higher sciences, the social sciences, are more influenced by subjectivity than the lower mathematical and physical sciences.
The emphasis on the consummated kingdom in the discussion on art is another important emphasis of Kuyper's. Beauty has been affected by the fall, but common grace has preserved us from a complete loss of beauty. In the kingdom of glory there will be a higher degree of beauty; it will be restored and more. Art foreshadows and provides us with prophetic glimmerings of the New Jerusalem. It provides a form of bridge between the now and the not yet of the kingdom.
In particular, the book is about the role of common grace. It has a number of important aspects that Kuyper (2011) elucidates. In particular:
• it restrains the fall and tempers the curse • it preserves us from a complete loss of beauty • it assures the independence of art • it offers strengthening of the revelation to the heart • it is a form of mediated wisdom that lies between acquired knowledge and instinct • without it, non-Christian science would provide us with misleading information.
This is an important work of Kuyper's. It is an important work for today. It reinforces the role of common grace and shows that science and art are important aspects of our Christian discipleship. Discipleship is not meant to be a parttime activity, something that we do on weekends and in our leisure time; discipleship is about redeeming all of life. As Kuyper (2011) puts it, 'thinking is a spiritual activity'.
Conclusion
These books all provide insights into the polymath and multi-faceted person who was Kuyper. The key theme that arises from these books is how important the church question was to Kuyper, and Wood (2013) has shown that it was the church issue that shaped his public theology.
